
 

“The quality of knowledge is best measured by how many people accept it.” Discuss this claim 

with reference to two areas of knowledge. 
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Introduction 

Technology is the key vehicle used to spread information, and on many occasions, this 

information can be false. However, this isn’t just a problem now. Before technology, this poor-

quality knowledge would be endorsed by authority. This is dangerous and sends the message that 

truth and large acceptance don’t always go hand in hand. However, that doesn’t mean that 

there’s not high-quality knowledge that many accept. In fact, it must be noted that large 

acceptance is typically a good indicator of high-quality knowledge. The extent to which 

something is accepted and its quality concerns everyone, and it’s important to investigate. 

Therefore, to best explore the question that “the quality of knowledge is best measured by how 

many people accept it,” the following terms must be defined. The Merriam-Webster Dictionary 

and Oxford Dictionaries aided in this process. Quality is defined as the degree of excellence, and 

knowledge is defined as the sum of what is known, or the body of truth, information, and 

principles acquired by humankind. Therefore, quality knowledge is information or understanding 

gained that exhibits high levels of truth and accuracy. Lastly, acceptance is defined as the 

process of something being received as valid. Now, that these terms are understood in their 

entirety, the perspective that broad acceptance indicates high quality knowledge can be explored. 

To what extent does the broad acceptance of a concept in the natural sciences reflect the 

quality of the knowledge? 

In the natural sciences, when a scientist makes a discovery, a theory is typically 

formulated, and other scientists test it to either prove or disprove it. Once this idea is 

demonstrated to be true a multitude of times by a multitude of people, it can be stated that the 

theory is correct and contains high quality knowledge. Therefore, the extent of professionals who 

accept a theory in the natural sciences, is a reliable indicator of the quality of knowledge. 
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An example of how wide acceptance of a theory demonstrates how sound the facts are is 

cell theory. The classical cell theory is agreed upon by scientists to such a large extent that it has 

become the foundation of biology, the key component of explaining living organisms, and  

a guide for modern cell theory. The three main principles of classical cell theory are that all 

organisms are made up of one or more cells, all cells form from pre-existing cells, cells are the 

fundamental unit of life in regard to structure and function. All of these existing principles that 

are now agreed upon were once discovered by sole individuals. The actual discovery of the cell 

and the creation of the term cell is credited to Robert Hooke. In the 1665, Hooke published his 

work Micrographia in which he makes observations about a cork. This cork is non-living; 

therefore, he didn’t discover that cells contained a nucleus and organelles. However, he could see 

the cell walls in the plant material, which laid the foundation for the classical cell theory and 

inspired other scientists to conduct research on this phenomenon. This can be seen when 

Matthias Schleiden proposed that all plant tissues are made of cells in 1838, Theodor Schwann 

put forth the idea that all animal cells are made of cells in 1839, and Rudolph Virchow 

determined that all cells rise from pre-existing cells in 1858. These discoveries directly 

contributed to all three principles of cell theory, but it’s important to note that these founding 

fathers weren’t the only ones who drew these conclusions and made advances in the realm 

concerning cells. Many other scientists also prove the theory to be true through their own 

research. Along with many revered supporters, technology was able to prover with one hundred 

percent certainty that cell theory is true. The advancement of microscopy over the years 

reassures the original work of these early scientists. 

Therefore, sense perception is deemed a reliable way to observe a natural phenomenon 

and proves to be an accurate method of proving the high quality of knowledge associated with 

cell theory. Also, language plays a huge role in the wide acceptance of knowledge that leads to  
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the agreement that a theory is factually sound. As in the case of cell theory, and many other 

scientific theories, scientists communicated their observations and ideas through publishing their  

work. This way, other scientists can test the theory and draw their own conclusions. This is an 

important step in the scientific method. If one’s theory contains high caliber knowledge that can 

be translated into a general truth then, sharing the work to be tested by others leads to their 

approval of the theory. Therefore, a wide acceptance of a theory in the natural sciences is an 

accurate way to determine that the knowledge is of a high caliber. 

How does wide acceptance of knowledge overshadow its accuracy in history? 

 In history, there have been many avenues in which ideas have spread, and these ideas 

don’t always have to be of high-quality knowledge. In fact, in the time of imperialism and 

colonialism, the sheer power of these institutions was enough to convince people that some of 

these poor ideas are true. Therefore, for some cases in history, how widely accepted knowledge 

is doesn’t go hand in hand with how accurate it is. 

For instance, the case of apartheid in South Africa clearly shows how false knowledge 

became widespread in that country. It all started with the growing popularity of scientific, 

teleological, and religious explanations for racism and white supremacy in nineteenth century 

Britain. Previously, and at this time, the British empire had reaches all around their world, and 

therefore used this idea to conquer other people and justify their power over them; “thus the 

golden age of racism was also the golden age of the Imperial idea” (Curtin 42). The theory of 

Social Darwinism was popular in England as well, and it states that the humans that are 

biologically superior to others will survive and thrive, while those who are inferior will die off. 

This theory in the context of the British empire means that “‘white civilised’ industrial nations 

that had technologically advanced weapons had the moral right to conquer and ‘civilize’ the  
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‘savage blacks’ of the world. Social Darwinism was used to rationalise imperialism, colonialism, 

racism and poverty” (Sahoboss). In South Africa, other Europeans were already settled there  

before the arrival of the British. The British arrived after the French Revolutionary and 

Napoleonic Wars, which ended in 1815, and the British victory in the Second Boer War in 1902 

led to the creation of the Union of South Africa, which became a self-governing state within the 

British empire. The previously mentioned theories that explained and justified racism in the 

British empire therefore transferred to South Africa. When the National Party was elected in 

1948, the government adopted the system of apartheid, which protected white supremacy and 

imposed inequality and injustice on non-whites. With government support and implementation, 

the acceptance of apartheid grew over the years. The teleological view of racism seen in South 

Africa was that “whites were made intelligent so that we could wisely direct the labor of others. 

Other races, and usually this meant the Africans, were given strong backs, weak minds, and a 

placid disposition so that they can labor effectively under our direction” (43). This principle is 

most clearly exemplified in the Bantu Education Act 1953, which allowed the government to 

control education. The goal of this law was to educate blacks to be obedient to whites and only 

prepare for labor-intensive jobs. It is now proven that there is no correlation between physical 

appearance and mental/behavioral traits, but this demonstrates how authority led to the wide 

acceptance of a false theory. 

The apartheid government used sense perception to signify racial differences through 

skin color and determine which racial group a person belongs to. Faith and the belief that God 

gave the Afrikaners (ruling, white government) South Africa to rule also played a key role 

because the Dutch Reformed Church influenced the government and South African citizens. 

Furthermore, the emotion and fear felt by the white South Africans that the black majority would 

rule led to the harsh enforcement of racist policies and false beliefs of racial differences. 
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Conclusion 

 When the vast majority of people concur that certain knowledge is true, it’s an accurate 

sign that the knowledge is actually true. For people to accept a concept and believe that it’s true, 

one usually must observe the phenomenon first-hand.  When a person physically sees something, 

they have no doubt that it’s true. Also, in any area of knowledge, a hypothesis advances to a 

theory or law when it is proven and well explained, which provides a reasonable and logical 

explanation that people can’t reject. As time progresses after the formation of an idea or concept 

relating to knowledge, more people test it, and when most of these people conclude the same 

results it is deemed true, reliable, and high-quality knowledge. 

 However, there are times when poor quality knowledge is accepted by the masses. Most 

of the time there is something else that causes this to happen. A good example of this is 

authority. When something is based on belief or opinion and lacks proof, the endorsement by 

authority leads to wide acceptance of fallacies because they have the power to impose their 

beliefs on others. Therefore, quality is best measured by how many people accept it, except for 

instances where outside forces and not the knowledge itself influences its acceptance. 
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